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Welcome to our year of growing, delighting and engaging 
New ideas, more members and a sustainable approach to growth make for an exciting time at the Royal Horticultural Society

Looking back at 2015 
Sir Nicholas Bacon, President
As President over the past three years, I am very fortunate to have 
been part of a Society that has ambitious plans for the future, but 
at the same time ensures that the underlying RHS business and 
charitable objectives are being delivered. As we move from the 
planning to the implementation of these projects, we, the Council 
of the RHS, are very conscious of our fiduciary responsibilities.

However, I am glad to be able to report that 2015 has been  
busy, successful and, throughout the year, has reached a series  
of significant milestones. We celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, and a record number of members. 
We launched the RHS Vision, our ambitious but achievable plan to 
enrich lives by ensuring everyone has access to the wellbeing, social 
and environmental benefits that gardening brings. 

We also set our sights on the challenges of space, joining forces with the UK 
Space Agency and British astronaut Major Tim Peake to launch Rocket Science, 
a project that involves tens of thousands of schoolchildren as space biologists. 
As you see from the Treasurer’s Report, the financial results (p30) have been 
very pleasing over the period too.

One of the problems hitherto with British horticulture has been its disparate 
nature, with no consistency of approach among the various horticultural 
bodies. This has led to little political influence. As an industry worth £10 billion 
to the UK economy, a single voice is vital for all the sectors which make up  
that industry to give some political clout. With our colleagues across the 
horticulture industry, we have made great strides with the launch of  
the five-year Ornamental Horticulture Roundtable Action Plan. Government 
Minister George Eustice MP has reaffirmed his commitment of support for  
this Action Plan, and our Director General, Sue Biggs, chairs that group  
where “things” are most definitely happening!

At the Parliamentary launch of the five-year action plan, we also heard from 
our youngest RHS Ambassador, 10-year-old George Hassall. His infectious 
passion about horticulture was repeated at the launch of the RHS Vision, 
alongside RHS Vice President Alan Titchmarsh. 

An exciting time ahead 
Sue Biggs, Director General
This must be one of the most exciting periods in the Society’s 
212-year history. Over the coming year we will drive forward a series 
of developments to help ensure that the RHS and its horticultural 
message changes more lives and inspires more people to get 
gardening and appreciate the power and beauty of plants. 

The investment of £160 million, our Strategic Investment 
Programme, into the future of horticulture and science is now  
well under way. Work to create our fifth garden, RHS Garden 
Bridgewater in Greater Manchester, will progress once planning 
permissions are secured. We appointed one of the world’s leading 
landscape architects, Tom Stuart-Smith, to create the overall 
master plan for the new garden, underlining our determination  
to create truly innovative and compelling horticulture.

Work commences at RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey later this year to provide a new 
visitor arrival experience, and plans continue for our new world-class horticultural 
science research facilities and new garden areas. RHS Gardens Hyde Hall in Essex, 
Rosemoor in Devon, and Harlow Carr in North Yorkshire will also all benefit from 
investment. We will be funding three quarters of this programme but that still 
leaves £40 million to raise if we are going to be able to deliver this plan for so 
many people, plants and the environment – but together I’m sure we’ll achieve it. 

More than 90 percent of us in the UK say that simply looking at a garden  
lifts our mood. In 2016 we’ll work with top universities, doctors, politicians  
and health policymakers to develop robust, scientific evidence to confirm  
what many of us instinctively know: that gardening and being surrounded  
by nature really does improve health and wellbeing. 

As part of the Ornamental Horticulture Roundtable Action Plan, the first 
Health and Horticulture Forum takes place at RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show in July 2016. The forum will build on the evidence that shows  
that the natural environment plays an important role when addressing  
major issues such as mental and social health, obesity, dementia and diabetes. 

Thank you for your continuing support, and especially to our Fellows and  
the hundreds of volunteers, without whom we simply could not operate.

Her Majesty The Queen  
is shown the highlights  
of the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show 2015 by  
Sir Nicholas Bacon  
and Sue Biggs.



4

 Our Vision
To enrich everyone’s life through 
plants, and make the UK a greener 
and more beautiful place
Though people may not be aware of it, horticulture 
touches the lives of everyone – from the food we 
eat to the house plants in our office. But it is at risk 
through too few people choosing it as a career, an 
increasing area of front gardens turned to paving 
and parking, a squeeze on public funding for 
community green spaces, and an influx of new and 
potentially devastating plant pests and diseases. 
These are some of the reasons why we developed the 
RHS Vision, an opportunity to show how the Society 
is helping mitigate these problems. We want to shine 
a light on horticulture and its industry to encourage 
more people to work in it, enjoy it and celebrate it.

The RHS Vision  
was launched in  
our Lindley Hall, 
Vincent Square, 
London, in October 
to a group of 
invited guests  
and supporters.
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Our plan for the future
As a result of the RHS Vision we have established 
our Strategic Investment Programme. It is our 
commitment to invest £160 million over the 
next 10 years into the future of horticulture.

Projects range from supporting community 
ventures across the UK to creating a National 
Centre for Horticultural Science and Learning  
at our Wisley garden.

We have identified 10 undertakings and they 
are known as the Key Investment Projects.

1 New science and 
learning centre   

at RHS Garden Wisley

2New visitor hub  
and welcome space  

for RHS Garden Wisley

3Building a vibrant 
community in  

Wisley village

4Learning Centre and new 
horticultural spectacle at 

RHS Garden Hyde Hall

5Growing historical 
connections and new 

horticultural content at  
RHS Garden Harlow Carr

6Opening the new  
RHS Garden Bridgewater

7Sharing our  
collections from  

the RHS Lindley Library

8Community Outreach 
across the UK

9Gardening projects  
for urban communities

10Raising the profile of 
horticultural careers 

through the Horticulture 
Matters campaign

In everything we do,  
we will aim to:

Inspire
Involve
Inform
Improve

Wildflower Meadow in July  
at RHS Garden Harlow Carr.
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 Inspire
We share inspiration through  
our shows and gardens 
Whenever we speak to our visitors, we want to share the best in 
gardening with them. One of the ways we do this is by providing 
beautiful places to enjoy, be that a show garden at one of our 
flower shows or horticultural displays at one of the four – soon to 
be five – RHS Gardens. The beauty of plants, flowers and gardens 
is vital for human enjoyment, and we aim to inspire as many 
people as possible when they engage with us. Of course, inspiration 
comes in a variety of ways depending on your interest – from 
scientific research to plant collections, nursery stands to newly 
planted borders – and we aim to provide that inspiration in a  
way that delights our different audiences.

In everything we do,  
we will aim to:
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On ‘Community 
Street’ at RHS 
Hampton Court 
Palace Flower 
Show 2015, 
attractive 
cutting-edge 
design meshed 
with practical 
solutions to 
show how 
gardens can  
help combat 
urban pollution.

First hand
Bringing horticulture  
to street level at the 
showground
Dave Green, Show Manager, RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show

As part of our Greening Grey Britain campaign, the 
‘Community Street’ feature at Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show, based on a real street and designed by 
Nigel Dunnett with the RHS and Landscape Agency, 
really got visitors thinking about ways to bring 
horticulture to their front gardens. With innovative 
features such as wheelie-bin stores, bicycle-stand 
planters and rain gardens, it was great to hear show 
visitors say things like, ‘we could copy that idea’ and 
‘that’s a really good way of disguising our wheelie bins’. 
It confirmed that we had achieved our goal of inspiring 
people to try something different at home. 

With its atmospheric planting, green walls and 
interactive features, ‘Community Street’ was a great 
showcase for what could be achieved in a community 
space. The exhibit reinforced the Greening Grey Britain 
educational messages such as the need to reduce 
pollution and combating surface runoff after heavy rain. 
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In 2015, occupational therapist Sean Murray from 
Northumberland was given the opportunity of a 
lifetime after winning a competition organised by 
the RHS and the BBC TV programme The 
Great Chelsea Garden Challenge. He was 
tasked with building a front garden  
to encapsulate our Greening Grey 
Britain campaign. With its clever  
mix of plants, car-parking space, 
reclaimed materials and wildlife 
habitats, his garden for the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show was a visitor 
favourite. Hundreds of people applied 
to take part in the competition and six 
were chosen to receive mentoring from 
Joe Swift. Finals at RHS Gardens Wisley and 
Harlow Carr, filmed as part of the BBC2 series, 
were aired in the lead-up to the show’s opening. 

Arrangements with the BBC allow the 
inspirational gardens and floral displays at our 
shows to be enjoyed by millions of people. Around 
500,000 people were able to visit our shows in 
person in 2015, and people tuned in to television 
and local radio coverage 180 million times. 

The four RHS Gardens – Wisley in Surrey, 
Rosemoor in Devon, Hyde Hall in Essex and Harlow 
Carr in North Yorkshire – are not only places of 
inspiration and relaxation for our 1.9 million visitors, 
but they were all also recognised last year with the 
Learning Outside the Classroom quality badge. This 
acknowledges them as high-quality providers of 
outdoor education. Last year 48,536 children from 
1,076 schools boosted their education through 

our practical facilities and horticultural displays.
To enable more people to choose with confidence 

a wider range of garden plants, our RHS Plant 
Trials now include a broader range of 

species at a variety of locations. Most 
take place at Wisley and are open to 

visitors to see for themselves, but an 
increasing number are grown 
across the UK. As well as plant trials 
at our other three gardens, off-site 
trials include Sarracenia at 
Hampshire Carnivorous Plants, 

Thalictrum at Aberglasny, 
Carmarthenshire and Agapanthus  

at Fairweathers Nursery in Hampshire. 
Plants deemed garden-worthy earn an 
RHS Award of Garden Merit (AGM).  
Individual gardeners and the  
industry rely on this award to guide  
them with their planting choices.

In focus: our new, fifth garden  
in the North West
We plan to open RHS Garden Bridgewater in Salford in 2019  
and bring world-class horticulture to Greater Manchester.

To create our fifth garden, we are restoring the lost historic grounds 
at Worsley New Hall to a master plan by Tom Stuart-Smith, 
including one of the UK’s largest walled gardens and two lakes.

Inspiring with beautiful plants  
to welcome members and visitors

IN 2015…

2.3
MILLION 

visitors attended  
our shows and  

gardens
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Greening Grey Britain
Flooding, diminishing greenery, 
loss of wildlife habitats and an 
increase in urban heat islands are 
causes for concern, and with our 
Greening Grey Britain campaign 

we are working to reduce these. At the campaign’s 
launch in 2015 we asked everyone to turn a grey 
and unloved space into a green and thriving oasis. 
We set a target of transforming 6,000 spaces by 
2017 and continue to work to reach this figure. 

In 2015 we focused on front gardens and 
published Why we all need Greening Grey Britain. 
This set out the problems caused by a collective 
increase in paved-over gardens for parking or easy 
maintenance, and provided advice on choosing 
plants and materials to have both planting and 
parking. For 2016 we have adopted Health, 
Happiness and Horticulture to promote the 
physical and mental benefits of plants. Like front 
gardens, this theme features in all our activities 
including Britain in Bloom and RHS Flower Shows. 

We held our first Front Garden Summit at the 
2016 RHS Chelsea Flower Show to influence policy 
and decision makers on the benefits of planted 
spaces. We are now developing ways of sharing 
inspiration and ideas to revitalise front gardens to 
the more than 100 delegates that attended.

LOOKING AHEAD

Inspire
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 Involve
We promote involvement  
through schools and communities
Our resources benefit all gardeners, regardless of age or ability, 
whether they want to plant a windowbox, become allotmenteers 
or embark on a horticultural career. We believe horticulture should 
be part of everyone’s life and we involve thousands of people with 
gardening through our work with communities and schools. RHS 
teams throughout the UK help teachers weave horticulture into 
the curriculum. These teams also support communities bringing 
projects to life and engaging local people. Our largest community 
campaigns, RHS Britain in Bloom and It’s Your Neighbourhood, 
involve more than 300,000 people who, with our support, 
transform areas in their towns and cities into horticultural oases.

In everything we do,  
we will aim to:
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In Leeds, Robert 
Street was 
transformed by 
a community 
gardening  
group run by 
Woodlesford  
in Bloom and 
supported by the 
RHS Yorkshire 
Community 
Outreach team.

First hand
Making a real difference 
to people’s lives through 
Britain in Bloom and  
RHS Community  
Outreach projects 
Sarah-Jane Mason, RHS Yorkshire  
Regional Development Officer

In Leeds, we worked with Woodlesford in Bloom 
volunteers to help residents transform an end-of-street 
flowerbed. In addition to planting up the previously 
empty bed, the group ran a ‘make one take one’ hanging-
basket workshop, where residents made up a basket for 
themselves and one to be gifted to the local nursing 
home. The event drew in 80 residents, and free cups of 
tea and bacon butties were provided by local traders. 
Our RHS Greening Grey Britain initiative enabled the 
volunteer group to green areas with the vision and 
conviction as to why they should do it, creating spaces 
for the community to enjoy, instead of just walking by. 
The impact created by the event went wider than the 
green transformations on site; the day brought together 
residents and increased neighbourliness.
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Our streets, parks, villages, towns and cities are 
cleaner, safer and greener thanks to the thousands 
of volunteers involved with RHS Britain in Bloom and 
It’s Your Neighbourhood schemes. Each year 
volunteers from these 1,600 community 
groups are galvanised into action: 
clearing, pruning, weeding and 
planting to spruce up their local 
areas and instil a sense of pride in 
where they live. Throughout the 
year we help them with advice  
and regular newsletters, and we 
facilitate the call for new members. 
We then visit and judge each of the 75 
communities that go through to the Britain 
in Bloom and It’s Your Neighbourhood finals. 

Originally our Campaign for School Gardening 
(which was started in 2007) catered for primary-
age children; we have now expanded it and 
improved our resources so we can include  
and engage with secondary schools, too. 

The new Campaign for School Gardening website 
(schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk) went live in 2015 
with more engaging content and a substantially 
improved design. To recognise the talents of  
pupils and their helpers, we have added two new 
categories to the already popular RHS School 
Gardener of the Year. The RHS School Gardening 
Champion recognises a teacher or mentor who  
has made a difference to school gardening; the 
other two categories celebrate a Gardening 
Champion and a Gardening Team. 

A very exciting project for us this year has been 

Rocket Science, for which we sent 2kg of salad 
rocket seed into space to spend six months on the 
International Space Station. Since its return from 

space in March, schools have been growing 
this seed and comparing it to seed that 

remained on Earth. This has been a 
compelling and exciting project for 
all the children involved.

We see social media as critical  
in engaging with many different 
people. Some are members and 
others are not, but it is a great  

way for us to share our passion for 
gardening with thousands. Through 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
Pinterest we share sumptuous images  

of our gardens and shows, and offer timely 
gardening tips. We also use it to encourage  
people to take part in community events and  
get involved with nearby projects. 

In focus: school campaign
Major Tim Peake has been an inspiration for many children and 
his involvement with our Rocket Science project will help them 
investigate the impact of space travel on seeds.

Our most ambitious school project to date involves 600,000 children in  
more than 8,000 schools. In a joint project with the UK Space Agency  
called Rocket Science, seed of salad rocket (Eruca sativa) was sent into 
space. The seed spent six months on the International Space Station  
with astronaut Major Tim Peake and returned to Earth in March 2016.

Involving people with support  
and advice they need to succeed

IN 2015…

5.5
MILLION  

children involved with 
the RHS Campaign  

for School  
Gardening
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Involve

New RHS Chatsworth 
Flower Show
RHS members and gardeners in the Midlands  
and the North of England will have yet more 
world-class horticulture and garden design on 
their doorstep following the announcement of  
a new RHS Flower Show in the glorious estate  
of Chatsworth House, Derbyshire. 

The first show in June 2017 will take the theme 
of ‘Design Revolutionaries’ to reflect the skill and 
legacy of gardeners such as Lancelot ‘Capability’ 
Brown and Joseph Paxton, while challenging 
today’s exhibitors and designers to come up with 
contemporary and cutting-edge ideas.

As with other RHS Flower Shows, visitors will  
be able to enjoy specialist nurseries and trade 
stands, and get gardening questions answered  
by staff from the RHS Gardening Advice service. 
Community groups and schools will also find  
the show a place to network and show off  
their latest projects.

LOOKING AHEAD
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 Inform
Gardeners benefit from the ways  
we share our extensive information
We want everyone to become the best gardener they can be, so we 
aim to give people what they need to make this happen. Our wealth 
of horticultural and gardening information is available through a 
variety of means. We help gardeners with queries ranging from 
plant identification to efficient water use, via the RHS website,  
at our shows and through our Gardening Advice service at RHS 
Garden Wisley. Through our Greening Grey Britain campaign we 
offer ideas and projects that encourage individuals, families and 
communities to turn hard-landscaped areas into pollinator-
friendly spaces. Our libraries and archives are available to those 
who wish to inform themselves, and our website gives instant 
gardening inspiration and support when people need it most.

In everything we do,  
we will aim to:



15

Even experienced 
gardeners enjoy 
talking and 
learning from 
experts. Help is 
offered through 
our Gardening 
Advice service  
at our gardens 
and events, 
while show 
visitors can 
benefit from  
the knowledge 
of specialist 
growers.

First hand
Sharing our knowledge  
to help you garden
Leigh Hunt, RHS Principal 
Horticultural Advisor

As part of the RHS Gardening Advice 
team, we love ‘sharing the best in gardening’ and 
helping people make the most of their garden. 

In 2015, we answered more than 93,000 gardening 
questions, most directly from members, but a quarter 
from visitors to our flower shows. As well as helping 
people we have never met before, who can range from 
novice to expert, we often get great feedback from 
people we have helped in the past. It is rewarding to 
hear when the advice we gave has worked and that 
people are enjoying the results – whether it’s a plant 
that has sprung back to life or how well their vegetables 
are flourishing. 

We now also make a wide range of gardening and 
plant information available by publishing it freely on our 
website, through the pages of The Garden magazine 
and in national newspaper gardening columns. Almost 
16m people benefited from our advice this way in 2015.
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IN 2015…

100
MILLION

page views on  
the RHS website

Home gardeners, professionals, researchers and 
the media in the UK and abroad rely on us for 
accurate and timely horticultural advice. The 
information we give is based on years of sound 
research and the practical gardening 
knowledge of our staff, and gives 
people the information they need 
to garden in the best way possible.

Much of our advice is accessible 
for free to everyone via the pages 
of the RHS website (rhs.org.uk) 
and our members can access at  
no extra charge an additional 
service if they have specific 
gardening queries. Although based at 
Wisley, our Gardening Advice team also 
visits Hyde Hall, Rosemoor and Harlow Carr, so 
members and visitors throughout Britain can  
meet them face-to-face. Additionally, advisors  
are available at our flower shows and online.

Access to our Lindley Library in London is free,  
and here people can read and benefit from the 
best collection of gardening books, photographs 
and botanic artworks in the UK. Researchers are 
particularly welcome, with an appointment, to 
view our archives. 

Libraries at the four RHS Gardens allow 
gardeners from across the UK to access books, 
magazines and images they may otherwise be 
unable to see. Our lending service also allows 
members to borrow books to read in the comfort 
of their own home. To ensure our collections can 

be enjoyed by the widest possible audience, the 
library team regularly organises exhibitions and 
displays at RHS Flower Shows and RHS Gardens.

More than 17 million users visited our website 
in 2015 – one day during the Chelsea 

Flower Show alone accounted for 
more than 300,000 visits. Gardeners 
wanting more on specific plants 
from our online plant search facility 
(rhs.org.uk/findaplant) account 
for 30 percent of website traffic. 
Here they can discover more  

about 8,000 different plants.
As well as static pages, visitors  

find our videos and podcasts (audio 
recordings) particularly useful. Last year we 

registered 2.34 million ‘listens’ to our podcasts, 
which help people with jobs such as dividing 
snowdrops, rose care and storing vegetables,  
as well as other timely information.

In focus: beautiful  
books and perfect paintings
Our libraries safeguard and keep gardening history alive  
for members and the public.

Anyone can now access more titles in additional comfort following 
the refurbishment of the Upper Reading room and the Research 
Room at the Lindley Library, Vincent Square, London.

Informing everyone who wants  
to know more about gardening
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Inform

LOOKING AHEAD

Secondary schools 
In 2015 we piloted an inspiring secondary-school 
programme that encouraged students to explore 
creatively the potential of plants through  
science and other curriculum-relevant subjects 
– 13 schools and 78 students took part with 
mentors from RHS Garden Wisley and Squires 
Garden Centres. Their aim was to design a school 
or community garden, and the project culminated 
with each school presenting its design at Wisley.

For 2016 the project, being called Green Plan It, 
will run again and this time the horticultural 
challenge is open to secondary schools in eight 
cities; Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow, London, 
Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle and Norwich.

The project challenges young people’s 
perceptions of horticulture, inspires their  
interest in plants and provides an insight into 
potential careers. 
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 Improve
We help to grow the collective 
knowledge of gardening through 
scientific research and qualifications
Whatever the level of entry into horticulture, our courses, advice 
and financial support help everyone be a better gardener – and,  
in line with our industry-wide Horticulture Matters campaign, 
these help boost the careers of people working in the industry. 
Our flexible programme of professional qualifications means 
anyone who wants to further their understanding can find 
something suitable through home learning or via one of our 90 
approved centres. Workshops and courses at our gardens provide 
opportunities to learn hands-on gardening skills, while we share 
beautiful images and expert gardening in our magazines and books.

In everything we do,  
we will aim to:
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To thank the 
volunteers and 
organisations 
who contributed 
to the RHS Plants 
for Bugs project 
we invited them 
all to the plots to 
share and discuss 
our findings.

First hand
Helping gardeners  
choose Plants for Bugs 
and those that are 
Perfect for Pollinators 
Helen Bostock, RHS Plants  
for Bugs Project Manager

Starting in 2009, the RHS Plants for Bugs 
project was the first designed field 
experiment to test whether the 
geographical origin (‘nativeness’) of 
garden plants affects the abundance 
and diversity of wildlife they support. 

The experiment took up 36 plots of 14 plant species at 
RHS Garden Wisley and neighbouring Deers Farm to  
see if wildlife had a preference for native or non-native 
plants. After four years we counted 80,000 invertebrates 
and in 2015 published our first research paper. 

We hope councils and designers embrace the visual 
and biodiversity benefits of combined native and 
non-native plantings. This will confirm that RHS Science 
is having an impact on gardeners’ ability to safeguard 
pollinators and wildlife. 

A pilot survey by the RHS has also revealed that 
gardeners are aware of and, more importantly, are 
growing RHS Perfect for Pollinators plants. It is exciting 
that wildlife gardening, once a niche practice, is at last 
entering the mainstream.
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IN 2015...

3,458
 RHS qualifications 

were awarded

Our herbarium, the largest in the world dedicated 
to garden plants, is held at RHS Garden Wisley and 
we have been documenting and digitising the 
accessions with the ambition to be viewed 
online. To date more than 30,000 dried 
specimens (out of about 83,000) 
have been digitised in this way. We 
also have a downloadable list of 
5,000 records to provide definitive 
references to named cultivars.

RHS-funded research is helping 
gardeners choose the right plants 
to attract pollinators; use tools to 
maximise ergonomics; and find 
solutions for growing climbing plants to 
reduce heat loss from buildings.

Last year 14 students attained our highest 
qualification – the RHS Master of Horticulture, 
which is equivalent to a degree. Since we have 
made it possible to work through the qualification 
via a series of modules, numbers of students have 
significantly risen – proving the appeal of flexible 
learning. Our RHS School of Horticulture awarded 
qualifications to 27 students (including four 
apprentices) studying and working in our gardens. 

In 2015 we administered more than £100,000 
in financial bursaries to provide opportunities  
for extra study and travel. As a result, individuals 
and teams studied alpines in South Korea, 
observed fynbos flora in South Africa and toured 
Scotland’s four botanic gardens and many  
other locations besides.

Because we aim for our books to be attractive  
to a wide audience, we present our titles in a  
way that will appeal to all. Some have a broad 

subject range while others focus on one 
group of plants. 

As part of their benefits, our 
members receive a monthly copy  
of the beautifully illustrated 
magazine The Garden, which 
keeps them up to date with 
gardening and seasonal advice,  
and gives an insight into many of  

the UK’s nurseries and gardens. 
We also publish annually the RHS 

Plant Finder. As well as stabilising 
naming convention for 72,000 plants, this 

useful publication also tells gardeners where  
to buy them. 

In focus: 21st century gardening
As part of our £160 million Strategic Investment Programme 
we will be building a National Centre for Horticultural Science 
and Learning at RHS Garden Wisley. 

Located on Wisley’s Hilltop, this important building will enable us to 
continue to provide the scientifically-backed research vital to support the 
health and wellbeing of the nation and ensure successful gardening in the 
future. It will house the Wisley library and laboratory and be surrounded 
by three new gardens devoted to the science and benefits of horticulture. 

Improving our understanding 
through science and education
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Improve

Accessible education
To make it even easier for anyone in the country  
to access an RHS qualification, we are engaging 
and entering into discussions with a variety of 
new potential centres. Last summer we employed 
a member of staff with the specific brief of 
finding additional centres suitable for delivering 
horticultural education. She is now raising aware-
ness of our theory and practical qualifications, 
and giving support and guidance to centres  
who are considering becoming a provider.

At the beginning of 2016 we recorded a seven 
percent increase in the number of approved 
centres offering our registered horticultural 
qualifications and we now have 90 ranging  
from botanic and private gardens to prisons  
and land-based colleges.

The majority of those studying do so part-time. 
Some are career changers, some do it to enhance 
their careers and others are leisure learners. What-
ever the reason, we aim to have a centre offering 
our qualifications close to anyone who wishes to 
learn more about gardening and horticulture.

LOOKING AHEAD
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Through the RHS year 2015
Gardens
RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey 
•  As part of our ey nvestment Project 

plans we announced the building of 
a new Science and Learning Centre. 

•  Landscape architect Christopher 
Bradley-Hole has been appointed to 
master plan the new entrance area.

•  To give visitors a warmer welcome 
we improved the garden’s entrance 
using extensive plantings of bulbs, 
wildflowers, magnolias and acers.

•  To provide richer horticultural 
content the Walled Garden ast was 
replanted using a white flowered 
scheme  a large collection of toh 
peonies cross between tree and 

herbaceous Peaonia  was planted 
at the edge of the Wild Garden   
and the landscape around The 
Glasshouse was refreshed and 
updated with new perennials.

•  To promote specialist plant 
societies we held a new event,  
All About Plants, in June 2015. 

•  So visitors could taste fruit and 
vegetables grown in the garden  
we held Flavoursome Fridays  
from July to September 2015.

•  To coincide with the ear of  
the Sunflower we carried out  
a trial of 140 cultivars.

1.9 million 
visitors were 

welcomed  
to the four  

RHS Gardens

RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Essex
•  We continued to develop the  

Big Sky Meadow by planting  
5,000 plug plants. At 18.6ha  
46 acres  it will be the largest 

perennial meadow in the .

•  Work continued on the new  
Global Growth egetable Garden, 
sponsored by Witan nvestments.

•  More than 19,000 tonnes of soil 
were moved in development of the 
0.5ha 1  acre  Winter Garden. 
Trees and shrubs have been planted 
including those for an RHS Plant 
Trial of Cornus dogwood .

•  Modifications to the Rose Garden 
were completed to allow better 
access to the Global Growth 

egetable Garden. 

•  Adam Frost, garden designer, 
developed the garden’s  
master plan.

•  The car park has been extended 
and a covered glass area was 
added to the shop.

•  The RHS Garden Hyde Hall Flower 
Show 30 July 2 August  included 
a new Floral Mar uee and was 
attended by 26,173 visitors.

More than 26,000 visited 
fine plant displays at the 
RHS Hyde Hall Flower  
Show 2015.

The finest horticulture is constantly being 
maintained and updated to provide Wisley’s 

1 million visitors with an inspirational day out.
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RHS Garden Rosemoor, Devon
•  To provide more spring interest we 

completed a two-year project to 
plant 60,000 bluebells under a 
mature beech-tree canopy 
overlooking Lady Anne’s Garden.

•  n the ueen Mother’s Rose 
Garden we added more perennials, 
refurbished the central metal 
arbour and created four new 
seating areas to provide further 
enjoyment of the sights and scents.

•  The Winter Sculpture xhibition 
November  February  recorded 

sales of more than £60,000.

•  Following the donation of a 
millstone by a local member  
we created a pond in the Stone 
Garden using the millstone as  
a water feature.

•  Garden designer Jo Thompson was 
commissioned for a new garden to 
replace the Spiral Garden. Work will 
start in autumn 2017.

•  We purchased an additional 9.3ha 
23 acres  of woodland on the 

valley side of the Formal Garden  
to secure our ‘borrowed view’.

•  A wider variety of early flowering 
plants was exhibited as The Spring 
Flower Show in March 
incorporated the RHS arly 
Camellia Competition.

•  Rosemoor was awarded Gold by 
isitDevon in the Large isitor 

Attraction 
category.

Across the four RHS Gardens
•  To allow visitors to enjoy the gardens later on long summer evenings, all 

four gardens stayed open until 9pm on selected days during July 2015.

•  Seasons and special anniversaries were celebrated at the RHS Gardens 
throughout the year. These included autumn and harvest activities, half-
term fun for families, and special events to mark the 150th anniversary 
of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

•  The ear of the Sunflower was celebrated at our four gardens. 

•  More than 14,000 visitors enjoyed free entry to our  
gardens on National Gardens Open Day in April. 

•  We hosted 30 specialist Plant Society  
shows across the four gardens.

•  Wildlife experts and gardeners  
gave tips, talks, walks and 
demonstrations as part of 
National Gardening Week.

RHS Garden Harlow Carr, 
North Yorkshire
•  Hundreds more blue Himalayan 

poppies Meconopsis  and primulas 
were added to the horticultural 
spectacle already along Streamside. 

•  To expand the range of winter  
stem colour and early-flowering 
plants in the Woodland, we 
completed a mass planting of 
bluebell and snowdrops.

•  Four new shelters were completed. 
They included The Acorn Shelter, 
funded by Bettys as part of its 
Trees for Life Campaign, to seat 

30 children. 
Made from oak 
felled within the garden, it  
features a carved acorn on  
its beams and roof. 

•  A new lakeside lodge now provides 
covered space for half-term events 
and visiting school parties. 

•  Plans were drawn up by Nigel 
Dunnett for new landscaping and 
a new route to link the recently 
purchased Harrogate Arms to the 
main body of the garden.

Now we  
are five 

n autumn 2015 we 
announced the creation of 
our new fifth garden. RHS 
Garden Bridgewater, near 
Salford, master planned  

by Tom Stuart-Smith,  
is due to open  

in 2019.

On the lawn outside 
the Old Bath House  
at Harlow Carr, visitors 
relax during the Real 
Ale and Cider Weekend 
in September.
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RHS Flower Shows 2015
RHS London Flower Shows  
at the Lindley and Lawrence 
Halls, Westminster
RHS London Plant 
and Potato Fair  
20–21 February

RHS London 
Botanical Art Fair  
27–28 February

RHS Secret Garden 
Sundays 1 March, 
10 May, 7 June, 
20 September, 
1 November

RHS European 
Orchid Show and 
Conference  
9–12 April

RHS Great  
London Plant Fair  
14–15 April

RHS London  
Alpine Show  
26 April

RHS London Rose 
Show 29–30 May

RHS London Harvest 
Festival Show  
6–7 October

RHS Shades of 
Autumn Show  
23–24 October

RHS Flower Show Cardiff 
Bute Park, Cardiff 17–19 April

•  A record-breaking 25,000 people visited the show.

•  The Schools’ Wheelbarrow competition took on a wildlife gardening theme.

•  A kitchen garden, office garden and wildlife haven made up Simple Spaces: 
Ama ing Places, to show how to make the most of a small area.

RHS Malvern Spring Gardening Festival
Three Counties Show Ground, Worcestershire 7–10 May

•  More than 50,000 visitors attended this show in the Malvern Hills which in 
2015 celebrated its 30th anniversary.

•  n the Schools Garden Challenge 14 local schools built a garden  and in the 
Floral Art area there were more than 150 floristry displays.

•  Of the 80 nurseries in the Floral Mar uee, 36 were awarded a Gold medal.

RHS Flower Show Chelsea
Royal Hospital Chelsea, London 19–23 May

•  Sean Murray won BBC T ’s The Great Chelsea 
Garden Challenge. Reflecting our Greening Grey 
Britain campaign, his garden showed how a front 
garden can have space for greenery and a car. 

•  An 8m 26ft  tower of ceramic tulips by artist Paul 
Cummins was a focal point of the Great Pavilion. 

•  Designers from Singapore, Australia and Dubai 
added a global dimension to the Show Gardens.

BBC 
Gardeners’ 
World Live
The NEC, 
Birmingham  
11–14 June

•  We ran the show’s 
horticultural content 
for the final time.

‘Reflecting Photronics’ by 
Helen Elks-Smith and Kate 
Hart was one of three gardens 
at Tatton to celebrate the 
United Nation’s Year of Light.

•  The first RHS London Rose Show held in May was 
visited by more than 2,000 people.

•  We held five Secret Garden Sunday events in the 
Lindley and Lawrence Halls, plus two held at non-
RHS venues: Blackheath Farmers’ Market in May 
and Marylebone Farmer’s Market in September.

•  The orchid world came to London in April  
for the uropean Orchid Show and Conference, 
which we hosted in April. More than 60 
exhibitors came from 12 countries.

•  The RHS Botanical Art Show held in February 
attracted more than 1,650 visitors.



25

RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
Hampton Court, Surrey 30 June–5 July

•  To celebrate the show’s 25th anniversary, a ma e was  
constructed and was the event’s largest exhibit.

•  The Floral Mar uee had a new-look entrance. 

•  For Greening Grey Britain, Community Street see p7  was designed 
by Nigel Dunnett, inspired by a real community space in Bristol.

•  The show was named Garden vent of the ear 2015 by the 
nternational Garden Tourism Network.

Malvern Autumn Show
Three Counties Show Ground, Worcestershire 
26–27 September

•  Plants were exhibited by 30 specialist nurseries. There 
were more than 2,000 entries, from vegetables to cacti, 
in the Malvern Home Grown competition.

•  Three world records for longest beetroot and heaviest 
cucumber and leek were broken in the  National Giant 

egetable Championships hosted at the show. 

RHS Flower Show Tatton Park
Knutsford, Cheshire 22–26 July

•  A new feature was Garden 
Hideaways, where a humble 
garden shed was given an 
eye-catching makeover 
to show their varied  
and different uses.

•  To rejuvenate their 
plant displays, four 
nurseries in the Floral  
Mar uee took part in the  
RHS nnovation project.

New show  
at Chatsworth 
An agreement was signed 

between the RHS and 
Chatsworth to hold an annual 

show in the grounds of this 
beautiful estate in Derbyshire. 

The first RHS Chatsworth 
Flower Show  

will take place in  
June 2017.

At Malvern, ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’ 
by Lorna Davies 
was one of the 
Festival  
Gardens,  
a category 
for novice 
designers.
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Science
•  The first of three scientific papers from our 

Plants for Bugs experiment was published.  
The project has started to inform gardeners 
about which plants are best at improving 
biodiversity and attracting pollinators. 

•  We participated in the Royal nstitution 
Christmas Lectures 2015, aiming to bring the 
magic of garden science to a younger audience.

•  The RHS Plant Health team identified a new 
pest of Agapanthus, not previously reported  
in the . Our research will help gardens to 
control the pest so they can continue to grow 
healthy agapanthus in their gardens. 

•  RHS plant and gardening advice webpages  
had nearly 60 million page views helping 
gardeners answer their uestions at a  
time to suit them.

•  We supported 10 PhD students studying at 
universities including Reading, Sheffield and 
Royal Holloway, niversity of London.

•  Our scientific research behind the Greening 
Grey Britain report and campaign was  
used to provide evidence to the  
Government to review regulations on  
paving over of front gardens.

Horticulture
•  We organised our fourth National 

Gardening Week 13 19 April 2015  
to celebrate gardening in the . 
Hundreds of events were held at 
gardens, museums and parks to 
promote the value of gardening 
and encourage wider involvement.

•  On 10 April, we launched RHS 
Greening Grey Britain to encourage 
people to use horticulture as a way 
to transform unloved spaces. 

•  £15,400 supported five community-
based gardening projects via the 
NGS lspeth Thompson Bursary 
Scheme, which we administer.

•  Matthew Pottage became the 
Society’s youngest Curator, at  
RHS Garden Wisley.

•  n RHS Plant Trials 30 groups  
were assessed, 13 completed and 
18 are under way.

•  There were 93 recipients of RHS 
bursaries totalling £120,000. Funds 
supported study tours, conference 
attendance and expeditions. 

•  Our RHS Gardening Advice 
benefited almost 16m people  
in 2015.

•  The RHS Partner Garden network 
now extends to 176 gardens across 
the  and 19 overseas.

•  The Ornamental Horticulture 
Roundtable Action Report,  
to support the growth of  
horticulture industry, was launched 
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show.

RHS Science Strategy  2015–2019RHS Science StrategyRHS Science Strategy
In October we launched the RHS Science 
Strategy, a five-year initiative aimed at 
improving: gardening knowledge; plant 
health; gardening in a changing climate; 
and plant science. This will help to maintain 
the health of our plants and the beneficial 
organisms they support, safeguarding  
UK biodiversity (in the process) through 
improved stewardship of nature, with 
schemes such as Perfect for Pollinators. 

By sharing and improving RHS horticultural 
research the new Science Strategy aims  
(via four key themes) to continue to guide 
gardeners and growers. Using the vast,  
ever-growing collections of plants, insects, 
pathogens, books and art in its possession, 
the RHS can maintain its place as a leading 
contributor to global horticultural science. 
We aim to continue to grow and  
invest in research.

To launch Greening Grey Britain we organised an event to green up Cody Dock in 
East London, where around 2,000 residents are restoring miles of unused footpaths.

Right: Adam Frost’s ‘The Homebase Garden Urban 
Retreat’ at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2015.
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Community and education
•  Our Campaign for School Gardening 

includes 24,555 schools and brings 
the benefits of horticulture to 
5.5 million schoolchildren. 

•  23 students and eight apprentices 
graduated from the RHS School of 
Horticulture in August 2015.

•  Our Windlesham Trophy for the 
best-kept prison garden went to 
HMP Whatton in Nottinghamshire. 
This recognition helps boost the 
confidence and spirit of prisoners 
while, at the same time, furnishing 
them with new skills.

•  RHS Britain in Bloom 2015 was 
launched by Chris Beardshaw. Of 
the finalists, 29 achieved a Gold.

•  Seeds of salad rocket were sent to 
the nternational Space Centre as 
part of our Rocket Science project. 

•  oung Gardener of the ear 2015 
was Heather Birkby from Preston.

•  Our four RHS Gardens were 
awarded the Learning Outside  
the Classroom uality mark in 
recognition of the high standard  
of outdoor learning.

•  RHS support for Barnardo’s 
Scotland, developing open spaces.

•  To give young people life-changing 
opportunities we have 16 students 
on our RHS Apprenticeship Scheme. 
This will increase to 28 by 2018.

•  To help define horticulture in the 
curriculum we trained 758 teachers 
via our extensive and varied 
teacher-training programme. 

•  To show the varied skills demanded 
in horticulture our pilot scheme to 
provide mentoring for secondary 
schools helped students design a 
school or community garden. 

3,710
community groups 

took part in RHS 
Britain in Bloom

RHS Science Strategy  2015–2019

 

Through the RHS year 2015

The four key 
themes in the 
strategy are: 

1A global 
knowledge 

bank for 
gardening and 
garden plants

2Plant health 
in gardens

3Gardening in 
a changing 

world

4Plant science 
for all: 

people, plants 
and planet

One in 5.5 million: a 
student at Newick 
House School, West 
Sussex, part of our 
Campaign for 
School Gardening.

The four key The four key 
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Media and membership
•  We are excited to report 

that we are now sharing 
the best in gardening  
with even more people.  
Our membership  
increased by 5 percent  
to 448,977 members. 

•  We now welcome 136 
Fellows, our highest level of 
membership category.

•  The new RHS Campaign for 
School Gardening website 
was launched.

•  More than 17 million users 
visited the RHS website. 
During the year, there were 
around 2.43 million listens 
to podcasts from the RHS.

•  To enable more people to 
benefit from our website we 

made it mobile responsive 
so it can be accessed from 
phones and tablets.

•  The Garden magazine 
celebrated its 40th 
anniversary of being 
published under that title.

•  Our ‘friends’ on Facebook 
increased to 142,330 and 
we now have 98,615 

followers on Twitter, 
146,256 on Pinterest and 
12,137 on nstagram.

•  We published RHS Garden 
Ideas, our first booka ine a 
cross between a book and 
a magazine).

Libraries and 
collections
•  A new display area was created in 

the entrance of RHS Lindley Library 
London. The inaugural exhibit in 

this space was of Japanese 
nursery catalogues.

membership category. benefit from our website we 

Our range of monthly and 
quarterly magazines are 
complemented by specialist 
periodicals and general 
gardening books including 
Lessons from Great Gardeners 
by Matthew Biggs and Grow 
for Flavour by James Wong.
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•  We have more than 800 
employees. Some 38 have been 
with us for more than 20 years and 
one member of staff now has 45 
years of service to the Society.

•  RHS staff receive ongoing training, 
with 144 internal training courses 
offered during the year.

•  Our committees, boards and 
advisory groups are supported by 
350 experts and specialists. 

•  We were helped by 1,000 volunteers 
during the year. This includes 700 
regular volunteers in the four RHS 
Gardens and 300 at our flower 
shows. They donated more than 
72,640 hours of volunteer help.

•  During the evening of 15 July, 
more than 300 people attended 
our volunteer thank-you event at 
RHS Garden Wisley. 

200,000
photographs, 

transparencies and 
glass lantern slides 
are held in the RHS 

Lindley Library

Employees and volunteers

•  Documentation and 
management of the collections 
has been improved, making it 
easier for RHS members and 
researchers to access our  
books and images.

•  Library collections were displayed 
in London and at the four  
RHS Gardens. These included 
books, art and manuscripts 
illustrating The Language of 
Flowers and The City Gardener: 
early town gardens. 

•  New environmental control 
technology at the Lindley  
Library has improved the 
preservation of our collections. 

•  More than 1,600 19th-century 
books have been conserved  
so far with just over £9,000  
raised through our ‘Adopt a 
Book’ scheme .

•  The archive of garden writer and 
photographer Patrick Taylor, 
including 10,000 images, was 
donated to the RHS Lindley Library.

Through the RHS year 2015

We are especially grateful to the 
work of our volunteers at our 
shows, gardens and offices.

Left: Paeonia 
x suffruticosa ‘Raiden’ 
and a cultivar known  
as Fuji-no-Mori were 
illustrated in the 
catalogue of the 
Yokohama Nursery 
Company 1900–1910 
forming part of the 
Lindley Library exhibit.
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The year beginning 1 February 2015 and ending  
31 January 2016 was financially successful for the 
Society. The net surplus for the year of £5.3m 
exceeded our budget expectations. Our income 
increased by 4.7 percent, however investment in our 
Strategic Investment Programme (SIP) increased as 
work on key projects started in earnest.

We generated £76.5m of income compared to 
£73.1m in 2014/15. Increased membership 
numbers, reaching a new record of 448,977, drove 
higher membership income in the year, up  
10.5 percent on 2014/15. RHS Gardens income 
reached £6.0m, 9.0 percent above 2014/15. 
Garden visitor volumes grew 7.4 percent to 1.9m, 
with record visitor attendance at all gardens. Wisley 
once again welcomed more than 1 million visitors.

Retail income continued to grow on the back of 
increased visitor volume to RHS Gardens, together 
with significant growth in online plant sales. Ticket 
sales for the Flower Show Galas at Chelsea and 
Hampton Court Palace continued to increase, with 
10,773 tickets sold to the public.

Total expenditure in the year was £71.1m, an 
increase of 8.3 percent as a result of increased 
activity on the key projects within our SIP and costs 
related to sales volumes. Included in the SIP 
revenue expenditure was £0.5m on Wisley Front of 
House, £0.4m at Hyde Hall and £0.3m on the 
Horticulture Matters campaign. We continue to 
invest in our four gardens, with new landscaping 
and additional staffing, including a further four 
horticultural apprentices bringing the total to 16. 
Other expenditure includes our charitable activities 
for Community and Education (£3.3m), Horticulture 
(£1.2m) and Science and Collections (£4.6m).

The financial results set out below show how money was raised and spent. Figures are 
extracted from the Annual Report & Consolidated Financial Statement 2015/2016.

How we raised our charitable funds

£76.5m
How we spent our funds

£71.1m

Gardens

Trading  Shows

Members  
and Marketing

Donations and Legacies
£1.2m

Communities and Education
£3.3m

Horticulture
£1.2m

Sponsorship  
£0.4m

£20.1m

£17.6m
£15.7m

£7.0m

Members and 
Marketing
£18.3m

£23.3m
Trading

Money

Science and  
Collections

£4.6m

Sponsorship  
£2.0m

Donations and 
Legacies  

£6.9m

Gardens
£6.0m

Shows
£18.2m

Other
£1.8m

Income from fundraising
Income generated from fundraising activity in 2015/16 was £6.9m. 
Legacy and in memoriam income was £1.2m with 20 bequests.

Donations from members, garden and show visitors and supporters 
continued to grow, with one-off and regular gifts reaching £4.1m. 
These are largely unrestricted gifts, allowing support for our charitable 
work across all our activities. 

Our Fellows programme generated £0.7m of income. Support for 
charitable projects from major donors, trusts and foundations 
generated £0.9m. 

Expenditure to raise funds was £1.2m. This allowed us to diversify 
fundraising activity to support planned investment in our gardens, 
education and outreach projects.

• Download the Annual Report and Consolidated Financial Statement 2015/2016 from rhs.org.uk/agm
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donated by Britain in 
Bloom volunteers

11.7m hours

spent in the UK on garden  
products, tourism and services

£10.4 billion

£1.4 billion

300,000

Estimated

2,300
garden centres 

and retail  
nurseries

across  
the UK

1.17 billion

81,946

83,000

325,000

Across the industry

plant specimens in 
the RHS Herbarium

plant names in the 
RHS database

The RHS plays a vital role in the UK horticulture industry,  
with its national events, extensive membership  
and scientific knowledge.

£5 billion

The UK  
horticultural industry 

is worth around

160,000ha
dedicated to the 

production of fruit 
and vegetables in 

the UK (2013)

generated by 
tourism in gardens 

people employed 
in horticulture and 

landscaping in the UK

ornamental plants and flowers 
produced in the UK in 2014

new members joined  
the RHS in 201590,000  

books

&

Around

£1.4 billion
spent on garden  

plants by GB  
consumers

30,000
artworks  
in RHS  
Libraries



Thank you to our supporters
We are grateful for the generous gifts, donations and bequests 
from members and supporters. During the year we received more 
than £8 million which directly impacts our ongoing work.
If you would like to support the work of the RHS, please contact  
development@rhs.org.uk or telephone 020 7821 3125.
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